
“We do well to keep in mind the early Christians and our many brothers and sisters throughout history 

who were filled with joy, unflagging courage and zeal in proclaiming the Gospel. Some people                    

nowadays  console themselves by saying that things are not as easy as they used to be, yet we know 

that the Roman empire was not conducive to the Gospel message, the struggle for justice, or the          

defence of human dignity. Every period of history is marked by the presence of human weakness, self-

absorption, complacency and selfishness, to say nothing of the concupiscence which preys upon us all. 

These things are ever present under one guise or another; they are due to our human limits rather than 

particular situations. Let us not say, then, that things are harder today; they are simply different.” (263)2 

 

2Pope Francis: Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium - “The Joy of the   Gospel” (2013) 

and collaborating in a spirit of unity with our Bishop, in “helping to develop mature people 

who are…competent and  honest, who know how to love with fidelity, who can live life as a 

response to God’s call, and their future profession as a service to society.”1 

 

1Pope Francis, Address to Educators of the Jesuit Schools of Italy & Albania, 2013 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium_en.html

